
New Generations Month
(adapted from Rotary.org)

September is New Generations month, 
recognizing Rotary’s fifth Avenue of Ser-
vice. Every year, thousands of talented 
and dedicated young people, ages 12-30, 
have an incredible experience in a New 
Generations program. As Rotaractors and 
Interactors, they serve in communities at 
home and abroad. Through Rotary Youth 
Exchange, they explore new cultures. And 
as Rotary Youth Leadership Awards partici-
pants, they learn skills that will help them 
succeed as future community leaders. Our 
Club is actively involved with the Interact 
club at Lyman H.S. Interact is intended 
for young adults aged 12 
- 18. Each year, Interact 
Clubs complete at least 
two community service 
projects. Almost 200,000 
young people are involved 
in Interact.
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October 10 - Golf Outing at Rolling Hills
Nov. 19-20 - Arts, Crafts and Wine Fest.
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Thank you to my Rotary family. Each phone call, 
email or card has helped me cope. The flow-
ers, food and donations have meant so much. 
Each hug I have gotten has given me strength. 

Thank you all for being there for me. 
Peggy Thomas

(a continuing column)

Bart Starr was so lightly 
regarded after his colle-
giate career at Alabama 
that the quarterback was 
not selected until the 17th 

round of the 1956 draft by Green Bay. Starr led the Packers 
to five NFL championships and victories in the first two 
Super Bowls. A three time NFL passing leader, Starr set a 
record by throwing 294 passes without an interception.

“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)
from DG Art Brown who visited our Club the week 
prior. Pete Osborn reminded us about our upcom-
ing golf tournament, now being held in memory of 
Sheila Brown. As in any year, we need door prizes 
and players. Please see Pete or one of his many 
assistants to find our how you can contribute to the 
success of this annual event. Bill Stack gave us 
news on our membership. Our membership num-
bers have slumped from 92 to 86, with a few drop-
ping out as a result of attendance. He made sure 
to highlight the efforts of Mike Merrill and Sandy 
Becker at the Coalition. Bill also noted upcom-
ing District meetings on PR and the Foundation, 
emphasizing EREY (Every Rotarian, Every Year), 
reminding us that all Foundation money donated 
comes back to the Club, enabling projects such as 
our Guatemala project featured at today’s meeting. 
President Paul handed out appreciation plaques to 
Paul Sills, Bob Levy and Ted Schwartz for their 
work on various committees. Errol made note of 
the Rotarian magazine and, as is typical, gave a 
little quiz on its contents. Following happy dol-
lars, Mike Martone gave us a state of the Club 
talk, focusing on our finances. He distinguished 
our funds raised for operations and those for fund-
raising. Through June 2011, our overall revenues 
were lower than in prior years. He also broke down 
our expenses in categories, all of which resulted in 
a loss of $11,000, forcing us to fund donations from 
funds on hand. Bill Potter noted that the funds for 
the Guatemala trip came from District Designated 
Funds, a result of Club donations to the Foundation 
three years ago. Bill Vogel had a chance at our 
drawing but, yet again, it rolls.

Hard at Work for the Coalition
(the next day, 16 people helped serve 363 meals in a little over an hour)

September is
New Generations

Month
We celebrate
our successful

Lyman Interact club.
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Last week’s happy dollars, at the suggestion 
of our President, were donated to Hospice of 
the Comforter in honor of Peggy’s son, Justin. 
Bill Fahey collected our happy dollars and he 
started things off, calling our attention to his new 

weekly column in the bulletin, Fahey’s Fabulous Football Facts. 
Bob Levy told us about his trip to Washington D.C. to visit his 
son. His son experienced the recent earthquake and Hurricane 
Irene, as well as had a fire in his building. John Costello had a 
dollar for Justin and Sheila and shared the money pit repair to 
his air conditioning. Barry added one for Justin’s service and 
was happy to see Peggy at the meeting. Judith Topper had $2 
for Sheila and Peggy and showed off the newest edition of her 
Sweetwater magazine. Russ went to give a happy dollar, only to 
be mocked by Bill Stack who warned those nearby to “watch 
out for moths!” Russ was happy to be at the meeting and very 
happy to see Peggy, lamenting how difficult it is to lose a child, 
having lost two himself. Jack Eiel was happy for his children 
who survived the earthquake and the hurricane. Dudley was 
very happy for the arrival of grandchild #9. Russ stepped up 
for another dollar in honor of his 15th great grandchild. Chuck 
Lorenz was happy for his granddaughter who just returned from 
foreign service in Bangkok at the U.S. Embassy. She’s headed 
to the State Department for her next assignment. Joe Williams 
had $5 for Sheila and Justin. Tracy added one for “PD2”. Karen 
Almond had $20 for Peggy and for the very exciting fact that 
her daughter is officially on someone else’s payroll! Mike Lane 
was happy to have gone on a cruise vacation with his wife. Rege 
had one Sheila and Justin. He also complimented Dennis on a 
job very well done at the Coalition. Pete Burg added another 
for Peggy and Sheila and wished his grandson a happy 10th 
birthday. Bill Stack gave us some statistics from our Coalition 
feeding. Mike Martone said hello to the Club from Lori and 
shared a joke about a lady married four times. Tim Roberts had 
a sad dollar for the loss of Sheila and Justin but was happy for 
the start of college football. Clark had one for PD2, for Peggy 
and for Sheila. He also tasked Jim Gamble, our Club historian, 
with finding out just what Sheila was doing while she worked 
at the Russian Embassy. Paul McGlone was very happy that his 
new hip is working well. Dede yelled out a hearty “Go Gators!” 
Errol called our attention to a Wall Street Journal article on col-
lege football and its “axis for football expectations.” Paul Sills 
had a very happy dollar for his son Max who achieved a perfect 
score on the math portion of his FCAT test. Bill Fahey put in his 
whole wallet for his amazing grandson who has aced the FCAT 
three times in a row! Astonishing! Peggy expressed heartfelt 
thanks for all the members who wished her well considering the 
recent, tragic loss of her son, Justin. 

Last week, Bob Levy gave our invocation, suggesting a moment 
of silence for the losses our Club and its members have recently 
suffered. President Paul thanked our greeter, Jay Bastian, and 
Dudley Bates introduced our long list of visiting Rotarians…
none. Judith Topper did have a guest though from Mayfair 
Country Club. As it was Fellowship Day, Clark Gwinn gave 
a “bio” for our departed Sheila Brown. Sheila’s service was 
ironically held on her 91st birthday. She was born in Evanston, 
Illinois and had an interesting work career, including jobs as 
an operator and even working for the Russian Embassy. She 
became a “military wife” when she married Harry Brown, 
also a former member of our Club. Sheila had three boys, 
two of whom were killed in action in Vietnam. Her remaining 
son, Jeff, graduated from UF and has a son of his own. Sheila 
moved to Sweetwater with Harry in 1971 after he retired from 
the military as a Colonel. She became a Realtor and was quite 
successful selling homes. Following Harry’s death, she moved 
right down the street to Villages on the Green. Clark also shared 
some personal stories about Sheila, including one time when 
Harry got a little upset when Bill Fahey mentioned that Sheila 
had been in one of his dreams. Great job, Clark. Clark solicited 
additional stories from those gathered and several members 
were happy to share. Bill Fahey told us about Harry raising 
the issue of a dog defecating on his lawn. Harry and he shared 
a drink that night and he passed away sitting right there in the 
chair. (Bill added that it’s not a good idea to sit in a chair and 
have a drink with him on a Friday night.) Paul McGlone spoke 
about meeting Sheila at Femmes de Coeur. Bob Levy talked 
about visiting with Jeff following the funeral. Judith also met 
Sheila through Femmes de Coeur and recalls her sweetness and 
goodness. Errol was very happy to have sat next to Sheila at, 
what turned out to be, her last Rotary meeting, adding that she 
was a self-described “tough old bird.” Peggy remarked about 
how much Sheila missed Harry following his passing. Tracy 
Huggins shared a story from Chris Sorensen who used to 
tell her less than savory jokes. Pete Burg talked about help-
ing Sheila find her car after a Red, Hot and Boom event, for 
which she was very grateful. Joe Williams described Sheila 
as someone that you just wanted to be around; an honest and 
dependable person. Dede shared a story about Harry Brown 
being up on the roof cleaning out the gutters, with Sheila yell-
ing at him from below. Bill Miller told us how he met Sheila 
in the context of being a builder and how they became good 
friends over time. Carole was happy to have met Sheila shortly 
after moving to Sweetwater in 1976. Bill Fahey concluded by 
commenting that everything she did, she did well. Our new 
member Mike Merrill, sponsored by Jim Dekleva, gave a brief 
vocational talk about himself. Mike is a lawyer who recently 
graduated from Barry Law School. He works for the Kramer 
Law Firm which offers a wide variety of legal services. We’re 
happy to have Mike as a new member. Errol led us in song 
and shared the story behind It’s a Grand Old Flag. Charlie 
Bennett gave us an update on our latest, very successful effort 
at the Coalition. President Paul shared a very gracious note 

(“Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)

Happy
Dollars


