


John Costello
- 10/7

Dennis Sobik
407-302-1100

1905 S. French Avenue
Sanford

peggy a. thomas
President

1180 Spring Centre South, Ste.223
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

e-mail: p.thomas@thomasmortgage.com
www.thomasmortgage.com

(407) 788-5100
(800) 788-4151

FAX (407) 788-1099
Cell (407) 509-7070

John Davies collected our happy dollars 
last week. He started off by telling us that 
Bill Fahey had called him to remind him 
of his duties and told him “no half-a#@ job 
like normal” when collecting happy dol-

lars. Well! Jim Urbach was looking forward to a trip to 
New Hampshire. Bill Potter gave us the negative news 
that Shannon is still ailing, explaining that he and John 
Costello will be managing our webpage. He further reported 
that Bill Fahey declined the job of webmaster. Ruby had 
$4, happy to have worked some revenge on someone and 
happy that she was selected as a Hometown Hero by Bank 
of America. Congratulations, Ruby! Stuart wished all us 
a Happy New Year. He also said that Tracy Huggins not 
playing golf in our annual tournament isn’t such a bad thing. 
Stuart also complimented our speaker adding that, given her 
allegiances, it’s no wonder she doesn’t understand college 
football! He ended things with a “Go Gators” with an eye 
toward the Alabama game. Errol added one for our speaker, 
clarifying her incorrect name on the bulletin. Naturally, 
Errol ended with the Seminole chant; however, Bill Stack 
added a snappy comment (“I hope he hasn’t learned the 
words!”). Bill Stack shared a joke about the Easter bunny. 
Mike Martone had one for Lori who was turning “30”. Joe 
Williams thanked our speaker for her talk. Jack Eiel added 
a happy dollar. Dede Schaffner was very sad to report that 
her grandson re-injured his knee and her other grandson 
was involved in an auto accident (but is okay!). Paul Sills 
had one for the scrappy Tampa Bay Rays. Carl Riechers 
noted the news of Don Eslinger’s son being injured in 
Afghanistan. He was also happy he had a 9,000 sq. ft. house 
to inspect. Chuck Lorenz couldn’t imagine not being able 
to sell tickets (an allusion to our speaker’s prohibition on 
selling). Leroy Turja had $5 for two wonderful weeks in 
Alaska. Bill Fahey suggested that Ruby contribute some 
of her charitable monies to the “Bill Fahey Grandchildren 
Education Fund.” Bob Levy had one for our speaker and 
wished everyone a Happy New Year. Paul McGlone had 
a $5 commercial for the “Wiggle Waggle Walk” to be held 
at Cranes Roost, a fund-raiser for the SPCA. Last year, 600 
dogs attended the event. Errol commented on an article in 
the Wall Street Journal on a training table at UF. Ruby told 
us about having her gun stolen, purchasing another and acci-
dentally locking it in a suitcase!

Last week, we welcomed Lisa Davidson, a Circuit Court 
judge from Brevard County. She spoke about what judges 
can and cannot do as a member of a community organiza-
tion. Her talk was very interesting and generated much 
interest. She cleared the air right away by indicating that 
she’s neither a Seminole nor a Gator (more like a Wolverine 
or Blue Devil). Judge Davidson started her legal career in 
the Public Defender’s office, then switched sides to the 
prosecutor’s. As a member of Rotary, she felt compelled to 
explain to her fellow members what she could and could 
not do on behalf of the club from the perspective of the 
Judicial Code of Conduct. Judges are judges 24/7 so they 
have to comport themselves as such at all times. Judges are 
restricted as to what type of organizations they can belong 
to. For example, they cannot be involved with organiza-
tions that are frequently in litigation (ex. hospitals), that 
provide a public service where people are referred from 
the court system (ex. Circles of Care) and certainly not 
one that espouses a non-impartial agenda (ex. MADD). 
Thankfully, Rotary is specifically approved! However, 
even within Rotary, she cannot be part of fund-raisers (she 
can’t be the “draw” for the fund-raiser or sell tickets). 
Also she cannot be “recognized” in certain ways and can’t 
solicit businesses. Generally speaking, judges are prohib-
ited from speaking about certain matters publicly (i.e. their 
1st Amendment rights are somewhat restricted). They can 
speak about administrative matters in the court system 
(ex. the judicial budget) but cannot take any political 
positions. Naturally, she also cannot speak about any par-
ticular case, whether it’s her case or not. Judge Davidson 
also sited the quickest ways for a judge to lose their job. 
These include improper conduct, whether in court or out 
of court, and attending a political function (unless they’re 
running for office, which is alright with certain excep-
tions). She also clarified that she cannot be “friends” with 
a lawyer on Facebook. Despite all these restrictions, she 
was happy to say that she loves her job, affirming that it’s 
her job to follow the law, not make it. Bob Levy asked 
a question about her reaction to some odd cases involv-
ing Seminole County judges. She explained the role of 
the Judicial Qualifications Commission which reviews 
actions, sometimes without anyone having to complain. 
Jim Urbach asked about the impact of mental disease as 
a defense. Judge Davidson indicated that this defense is 
used relatively infrequently as it is very difficult to prove. 
Jurors are also very suspicious of the defense. Ruby was 
sad to hear that the defense was so difficult and drew some 
parallels between the role of judges and members of the 
military. John Davies asked about the application of the 
judicial rules to spouses of judges. While the situation can 
be tough sometimes, spouses have not given up their rights 
at all. Russ asked our speaker an excellent question about 
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