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LAasT WEEK’S MEETING

Last week, Neil “Simon” gave our invocation, providing
some thoughtful quotes courtesy of Google. President
Joe thanked Dudley for greeting us at the door and Carole
Hinshaw welcomed our guests including former member
Debbie Bennett, who passes along good wishes from Dale.
Errol Greene introduced our speaker, District Governor
Carlos Giraldo. Our Governor made clear right away that
his last visit was on behalf of Rotary President D.K. Lee,
but this visit was a message specifically for our District. He
characterized his talk as a Fireside Chat and started us off
with his own personal story and how he was encouraged to
attend District Conference and Assembly events. Thanks to
an initial invitation from some fellow members, his Rotary
experience has been “amplified” and he hasn’t missed one
since. DG Carlos next administered a Rotary IQ test, first
picking on president Joe “Wilson” and then Clark, who
provided his own answer to one of the questions. Next
he spoke about membership development, particularly its
two phases; phase 1 being recruitment, phase 2 being re-
tention. He also enjoyed Joe’s catch phrase, “If you don’t
grow, you go!” Fortunately for these times, we’ve only lost
three members, less than many other clubs. DG Carlos also
spoke about his next position with the District, Club Exten-
sion Chair. His tasks will focus on starting more clubs in
the District, offering a greater variety of times as well as
places for members to meet. He ended his talk with three
“Rotary Thoughts”, (1) Paul Harris’s words about having
“microscopic” and “telescopic” vision, (2) a poem from
an Australian Rotarian (reprinted on pg. 4) and (3) a three
part thought of his own; the strength of Rotary comes from
passion, grass roots and the synergy of the two. Follow-
ing his talk, Fred Poole complemented him on his zeal for
Rotary. Avron shared some thoughts on our exciting Rotary
weekend with RAP, thanking Pro-Tech for their primary
sponsorship, along with Publix for making our RAP Raffle
an easy sell. He also told us something we all know; that
we are very lucky to have someone like Karen Almond
in our Club. Despite the loss of her father, Karen has con-
tinued her heavy lifting on our RAP event, personifying
“Service Above Self.” Next, Karen stood up and contrib-
uted $51 grateful dollars in advance of the happy dollar
collection in honor of 51 years with her Dad, grateful for
the support of so many Rotarians. Joe Williams presented a
(“Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)

A huge THANK YOU for all those
who made this year’s RAP event an
unqualified success!
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“Happy Dollars” cont. from pg. 2)

you don’t walk out of our meeting smiling today, you can’t fog a
mirror. He was also happy to see Jay as a new member. Peter Clark
was happy to be going to Maine where, hopefully, the ice is off the
lake. Dudley added some for D.G. Carlos, Jay Basinger and for
Relay for Life which raised & huge $95,000! Rege told us about his
grandson’s departure and the ensuing rest. He was also very happy
for the amazing job Paul Crouch did for our RAP Raffle, for Carlos
and for Jay. “Joel Wilson” contributed one for our program, for RAP
and for our newest member. Dennis Sobik reminded us about the
coalition feeding this month

“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)

new member certificate to Jay Basinger, who
proclaimed that he was born to be a Rotar-
1an and honored to be a member (he’s new...
he doesn’t know us that well). Jay also
received an“Orange Peel” directly from the lapel
of our District Governor. Atthe end of the meet-
ing, Lori Martone got a big laugh for doing an
excellent George Diamond impression as partof
the drawing. Bill Potter took the small
drawing.

RAP ‘09 - Amazing

For those who missed our Club’s premier fund-raising event this year, you missed a good one. Once again, the
capacity of our Club and it’s members to shine and help others was in clear evidence. Thanks to Jim Byrne,
the entire evening was kept running efficiently. We were very lucky to hear some wonderful singing from

the Lake Brantley Voices of Freedom Singers and watch the Lym

an H.S. ROTC respectfully place our colors.

Needless to say, the students honored were stellar examples of courage, perseverance and focus. Every year,

the difficulties each of our honorees must overcome to succeed

is astonishing - and yet they do. As Karen

Almond flitted about the hall making sure things were going smoothly, Sharon DeRousha was carefully

running a successful silent auction, filled with interesting items.

Fred Poole recognized our generous spon-

sors, Pro-Tech Heating and Air and Publix, both of which had representatives in attendance. Jay Basinger,
just inducted at the last meeting, was pressed into service to auction our premier item (two VIP passes to the
Rolex 24) which garnered $1,200! At the end of the night, Paul Crouch’s RAP Raffle was concluded with
Sharon winning the Saturday night at the Marriott and Bob Levy winning the two airline tickets. A huge

thanks goes to Avron and his RAP Team for making the event a

tremendous success.
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