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LAsT WEEK'S MEETING

As he introduced our guests last week, Bill Fahey asked if
we liked his and Fred Poole’s short pants. A muted response
followed. Bill also clarified a spelling error for one of our
guests whose last name is properly “Costello”. Our speaker
was from the Child Abuse Prevention Task Force. Unfor-
tunately, he came armed with a load of alarming statistics.
In the United States, there are 900,000 child victims each
year (1,500 die annually) and 80% of the victims suffer at
the hands of their parents. Interestingly, 58% of abusers
are women. 1 in 3 girls will be victimized by age 18 and
1 in 7 boys. Naturally, child abuse is frequently connected
with other problems (the “big three”, domestic violence,
substance abuse and mental health issues) and it imposes a
great cost on our society, an estimated total of $24 Billion
annually! In Seminole County alone, there were 4,000 cases
of child abuse last year, with incidences rising with difficult
economic times. The Task Force sets its goals at strengthen-
ing the family, developing community understanding and
increasing awareness of available services (including parent
training and education). Last year, the Task Force’s Safety
Fair generated 3,000 visitors. Finally, our speaker encour-
aged us that, if we see child abuse, report it! (1-800-96
Abuse). If you’re interested in becoming involved with the
Task Force, they meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
the Sheriff’s Office at 9:30 a.m. Bob Levy spoke about the
legal requirement of teachers to report suspected abuse. Our
speaker was clear that suspected abuse should be reported
to law enforcement; avoid personal involvement. However,
Fred Poole made a case for getting directly involved and
shared his experience confronting an abusive parent at a
store, remaining until law enforcement arrived. Bill Miller
spoke about the importance of RAP (recognizing students
who nearly all have been the victims of abuse), suggested
that we tax the people who are creating the problem and fur-
ther suggested that we try to get at the roots of the problem.
Chris Sorensen shared a disappointing story of reporting
an issue, only to have the parent threaten and intimidate.
Fortunately, the Sheriff’s office resolved the issue. He also
spoke about the impact of a group named “BACA” (Bikers
Against Child Abuse) which puts a little intimidation back on
the potentially abusive parent. Following our speaker, our
president humorously suggested that our speaker gifts would
(“Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)
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“Happy Dollars” (cont. from pg 2)

anniversary and for Stanton finishing 12th at the recent Indy Car
race in St. Pete. Kent was happy for a good ski trip and for his
visiting grandson. Dennis had his son, Alexander, in attendance
and was happy that his wife left to surprise her father for his 60th
birthday in Poland. .. without him. Jim DeKleva contributed $16
for 16 happy years of marriage. Jack Mannion told us about a
Winter Springs vs. Oviedo Police game to benefit Kid’s House,
being held on April 25th at Oviedo H.S. Bill Miller was happy
for Dennis coming so far after being “nurtured” by Rotary, but
he was concerned about the effect on his children of certain pic-
tures taken while hyping RAP in the past. Jim Byrne had $3,
thinking of Karen and Errol and for his wife who recently got
some tooth pain relief from Dr. Ted. Ruby was happy to know
all of us and volunteered some work in Bill Fahey’s garden. Joe
Williams thanked our speaker for his talk.

What’s this a
picture of? Read the
bulletin to
figure it out!

“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)

be placed in the schools in our speaker’s “memory,”
quickly modified to his “name.” Fred Poole thanked
the Club for its support of RAP corporate tables, al-
though sales are significantly down from last year. Paul
Crouch announced that our RAP Raffle sales were
getting a little healthier, now up to around $14,000.
Sharon is still seeking items for our RAP Silent
Auction (she noted a complete absence of golf courses
this year) and can also use a hand at the table at check
out time. Lori Martone indicated a need for student
ambassadors at the event. Please speak to Lori if you
can help. Bob Levy announced that he and Louise
are assuming the charity awards responsibilities,
asking for any new 501(c)(3) charities to approach.
Joe reminded us to keep Karen Almond in our
prayers following the loss of her father and Errol
Greene following the loss of his brother. Joe also re-
ported a great TGIF the week prior and made an effort
to highlight the work of the bulletin staff, grateful for
their weekly work. Errol donated two tickets to Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang which were auctioned to Dennis for
$110 after a heated battle between he and Ruby. Lori
Martone won the small drawing, leaving the larger
one at $188.00. There were some rumbles after her
win regarding her need for a better shower partner,
a reference to a rather risqué happy dollar from
Mike earlier in the meeting.
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