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LasT WEEK’s MEETING

Last week, we had the pleasure of hosting some of the
RYLA students sponsored by the Club (Francesca Baldino
couldn’t make the meeting). Frank Casillo introduced
each in turn, starting with Jessica DeKleva, daughter of our
own Jim DeKleva. She confessed to being very nervous
about RYLA, particularly considering she’d be meeting a
whole new set of people, but the experience brought her
out of her shell. She also thanked the Club for sponsoring
her and added that she and “Mr. Gainer” shared some tears
together during the event. Our next student, Caroline Arthur
from Lyman H.S., gave away her connection right away by
referring to grandfather Bill Fahey. She explained that
RYL A was an amazing experience, having made great new
friends that she continues to correspond with and shared a
few of her favorite moments. Caroline Delray from Lake
Brantley H.S. was next and spoke about the leadership
experiences she had in RYLA, which helped build cour-
age and self-esteem. She was also very complimentary of
the speakers and hopes to return next year as a senior staft
member. Our next student, Kelsey Krieger, was from Lake
Mary and was recommended by Karen Almond. Frank
checked her out prior to being accepted and she made
the grade. She confessed to being a little skeptical of the
experience at first but broke out and even sang Backstreet
Boys songs before it was over. It was an awesome “life
experience” and helped define a program for life. Follow-
ing the students, Barry spoke about his experiences at this
year’s event, including breaking Kelsey out of her shell
and getting her to take on public speaking. Facility-wise,
the Altamonte Hilton people did a great job hosting the
102 students and 15 staff members. The experience even
included a 5:45 a.m. fire drill...not caused by one of the
students. Barry once again proclaimed this the best year
ever for the event and was particularly complimentary of
Marc Mero, one of the speakers. Marc was also at the
meeting and took the podium to share a story about being
solicited for an autograph...to sign his credit card slip. He
spoke to the RYLA attendees about overcoming adversity
in life and shared a letter from one of the RYLA students
about how his talk changed her life. Marc works hard help-
ing children make good choices and told us about another
recent encounter with a young person which prevented a
suicide. Marc has now quit his day job and is focusing on
(“Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)

Last Week’s Guests

Ed Knight welcomed his son, Ed Knight III, who was visit-
ing in honor of Ed’s 87th birthday. Clark Gwinn welcomed
Felicia Dhannani, a member of the GSE Team, as his guest.
Rege Davis was happy to have Jay Basinger as his guest once
again and Russ Moncrief welcomed Mary Sue Weinaug.
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“Last Week” “Happy Dollars”
(cont. from pg. 3) (cont. from pg. 2)
speaking to students in schools, now up to 150, about making  who was in attendance and for his best friend’s 40th
positive choices in life. Following Marc’s talk, Joe took a moment  birthday. Errol had one for RYLA and Marc Mero’s
to once again thank Alan Boyko who donates the speaker gifts  wrestling experiences. He was also sad to have lost
(books) each week. We are, indeed, very grateful for the consistent  a family member to cancer. Kent had one for RYLA
contribution. Joe also shared a few words about his experience at  and its wonderful results. He was also happy to be
this year’s RYLA, characterizing missing the eventas if youmissed  going to Breckenridge for skiing. Sharon had $3
your prom. Joe recognized Avron, actually pronouncing his name  for our great Club, for Marc’s organization, and
correct, who avoided nagging us about RAP and, instead, spoke  remarked on how much fun we have doing so much

about a young person in Apopka which could use some help with 5504, Well said! Barry struggled with $.90 but gave
medication costs. Paul Couch updated us on the RAP Raffle, now 3 4o THANK YOU to Pete Burg for his RYLA

with $8,000 collected. With $22,000 as our goal, we need to keep
pushing. He also spoke about a planned push at Publix on March
29 through April 4th. Please sign up for a time to man a table to
sell RAP Raffle tickets. Next up was Clark who recognized his
guest, Felicia Dhannani. Felicia is a member of our District GSE
team which traveled to India. She spent four weeks in India with
about nine families and had a chance to learn more about her own
culture. Dudley made a point to thank Barry, Frank and Jim for their
tremendous efforts with RY LA before updating us on the start of the
Altamonte Relay for Life. The funds raised will go for research and
patient services. Chris Sorensen’s barbecue and Dennis Sobik’s
fried chicken promised to be in the offing for the event and Bananas
Foster was promised by the Altamonte Hilton. Ruby encouraged
us to put the river picnic at Stuart’s place on our list of things to
do and Sharon solicited at least one RAP Silent Auction item from
each member. Marc Mero invited us to the grand opening of his new
offices next to Cracker Barrel at 5:30 on March 31st. Jay Basinger
won the $10 drawing in absentia.

photography work. Frank Casillo confirmed some
of the rumors from Jim DeKleva’s friend, adding
that his friend is still on his top 10 hit list. Sheila
was happy for a wonderful morning.
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