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LAsT WEEK’s MEETING

Last week, we had the privilege of listening to one of our
own outstanding members, Bill Vogel, Superintendent of
Seminole County Schools. Bill spoke to us about the suc-
cesses and challenges of our Jocal school district. By way
of successes, we learned that: Seminole County Schools
enjoys a 91% graduation rate, 6 points higher than the state
average; all four-year high schools are rated in the top 5%
of Newsweek rankings; FCAT scores rank #1 or #2 in the
region in every academic area. Non-academically, the
schools enjoy success in arts (advanced placement art is
available in every high school) and athletics (Lake Brant-
ley, Lake Howell, Lake Mary and Oviedo all claim State
championships in at least one sport). All this success stares
in the face of the fact that Florida is ranked 50th in school
funding per capita! The biggest source of school funding
comes from sales taxes which, given the current economic
downturn, have been reduced. This reduction, along with
reduced property values (and therefore property taxes), has
led to some serious cut backs. Millions are being cut just
from Seminole County’s school budget. However, while
Seminole ranks below Orange and Volusia in funding per
student, it ranks #1 in dollars per student actually making
it to the classroom. The largest expense of the District is
personnel. More than 300 positions have been eliminated
in our District, with 200+ being teaching positions. More
cuts are on their way. Some of the other areas being ad-
dressed are elimination of middle-school sports, institution
of hiring freezes and reductions in capital expenditures.
The anticipated economic stimulus package may help but
Florida is going to have to work to qualify for the funds.
Bill also spoke about our school Foundation, recogniz-
ing Dede for her leadership in the area. The health of the
Foundation has put Seminole County in relatively sound
financial position compared to neighboring districts. Our
Foundation helps all schools in the District and grants tons
of “Mini-Grants” of $500.00 to help teachers with projects
in their classrooms. Unfunded mandates are real killers on
the budget, including requirements for class size, “virtual
school” and new curriculum standards. Some of the things
being considered by the State to ease the pressure are: the
elimination of sales tax exemptions, increased gaming,
taxing internet sales, increasing “sin” taxes and increasing
general taxes. As a suggestion for what we can do to help,
he strongly encouraged us to contact our legislators and
the Governor with our concerns. Karen asked about the
chance to ask for funds by referendum on the ballot at the
next special election. The chance is there but it’s expensive.
Avron spoke out against taxing internet sales and explained
how he recently lost a contract because of a similar issue.
(“Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)
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“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)

Chris Sorensen, whose sister is a teacher in Brevard, spoke about how she is worried about special education cuts. Carole
expressed concern about the long-term effects of serious educational cut-backs, generating a comment from Bill about education
being an investment in our future. Leroy asked about establishing non-profit foundations to benefit individual schools, with one
elementary school having already created one. This vehicle serves as a great way for parents and teachers to contribute to the
school. Bill Miller asked about the School Board’s communication with legislators and their reactions. Bill stated that they are
all very non-committal at this stage and are even canceling discussion appointments. Bob Levy expressed continuing skepti-
cism regarding the contributions of the lottery to the school system and also about potential unfair treatment because our District
has faired as well as it has. Errol expressed the importance of everyone pitching in to conserve resources, including teachers,
students and administrators. As a concerned parent, Dennis Sobik spoke about his experience in trying to help Evans in Oviedo
with fund-raising. At the end of his talk, Joe Williams presented Bill with a special water ski, donated by Errol, recognizing his
love for skiing. Bill has every slalom ski he’s ever skied on, with the donated one being just like the second one he ever skied
on. In turn, Bill agreed to donate $100 to the club foundation recognizing Errol’s gift. Linda Schoonover spoke about the needs
of the Christian Sharing Center, including clothing and food, and also reminded us of the Seminole Prayer Breakfast being held
March 6th. Leroy reminded us of the World Festival being coordinated by the Casselberry club to be held April 4th. Ruby asked
for support of the next Femmes de Coeur Sweetheart Affair which will benefit the Health Care Center for the Homeless and
Kids’ House of Seminole. Barry mentioned our upcoming RYLA and our Club’s agreeing to sponsor 6 students. Members are
welcome to attend certain events so come out and see the results. Joe mentioned our next selling opportunity at the Jazz Festival
in Casselberry tomorrow. He also noted our Member of the Week, Peggy Thomas. Frank Cashin won the BIG drawing last
week! He hauled in over $300! Congratulations Frank!

“Happy Dollars” (cont. from pg. 2) Last Week’s Guests

turning over a new leaf, holding others responsible, and encouraged [ 45t week we welcomed Scott Thomas from
us to continue giving to worthy causes. Dennis Sobik had $2 for his the Orlando Breakfast club and Russ Hauck
daughter’s walking and for Bobby Bowden’s recent visit to Skibo’s. from Altamonte Springs. Mike Lane had
Kent Weisner was very happy for his daughter and granddaughter who
will be visiting and for another business opportunity. Bill Stack was
glad to see Charles English back, prompting one from Charles who
encouraged participation in the Business Advisory Board for Seminole

Kevin Coleman as his guest and Joe Williams
welcomed Shannon McCutcheon as his. Bob
Levy also had Dr. Robert Rosenberg as his
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