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LAsT WEEK’S MEETING

Last week, we welcomed Sabrina O’Bryan, Assistant
County Manager, who spoke to us about Seminole
County’s Five-Year-Plan. The Plan was 18 months in the
making and comprises 3 phases, 70 action items, 40 ob-
jectives and 11 goals, as well as appropriate mission and
vision statements. In summary, the purpose of the Plan
1s to “Sustain and enhance the quality of life in Seminole
County.” The three main focus areas to accomplish this
mission are 1) Increase the efficiency and effectiveness of
government, 2) Continue to address growth management,
and 3) Explore social and economic opportunities. Efforts
to put these focus areas into effect include increasing ef-
ficiencies in internal communication, addressing long-term
fiscal matters, using technology appropriately, working
on accountability systems and having planning and envi-
ronmental areas work together. Additionally, the County
1s boasting a new Community Service director which will
help implement the Plan. The Plan is still a draft at this
point, being presented to the Board for comments shortly.
Jack Mannion asked about addressing inter-county com-
munications. We learned that there is currently a program
at UCF which is addressing this issue. Bill Vogel thanked
the County for the expansion of its fiber-optic network
to all schools, which is greatly enhancing efficiency, and
further touted the School Board’s great partnership with
the County. Neil Solomon asked about upcoming changes
in infrastructure construction. Ms. O’Bryan explained
that there are currently 25 projects identified, however, in
order to be entitled to receive funding, they must be able
to break ground within 120 days. Some of the projects
will be multi-county. Ending, Ms. O’Bryan encouraged
us to subscribe to the County’s quarterly newsletter on the
County website. Next, Steve Robinson from the Cassel-
berry club spoke about a Caribbean international project
facilitated using Caribbean partnership grants. These
funds will help a nursing school in the Bahamas, particu-
larly their library. Six clubs in Nassau are participating
in the program. Additionally, our District was actually
the recipient of a grant whereby a powerboat and sailboat
were purchased to encourage youth to get out on the water.
Target youths are boys and girls of High School age who
will participate in a three-year training program working
toward the Quartermaster Award. Paul Crouch spoke
about our RAP Raffle and updated us on the efforts made
at the Scottish Highlands Games. We had a great turnout
from the Club and over $2,000 worth of tickets were sold.
(“Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)

Sell Those RAP Raffle Tickets!
They have limited shelf life!
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“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)

Last Saturday, we also manned a station at the Publix in Sweetwater. There are plenty of opportunities to get these tickets
sold! Bob Levy talked about his experience selling tickets at the Scottish Highlands Games, selling over 50 tickets in no time.
At Publix, it’s even easier as people can run in and redeem the cost of their tickets right away! Joe verified, having attended
both events, that the tickets are super easy to sell and also reminded us that this is a Club event. Joe also spoke about a new
“E-Club” that is being formed in our District. A kickoff will be held on January 30th at the Citrus Club for $50 per person.
We also received a final update on our bell ringing activities benefiting the Salvation Army. Over $319,000.00 was raised in
Seminole County, the third highest in the State and #1 in Central Florida. The Salvation Army had the assistance of 15 vari=
ous clubs in Seminole County who rang the bell, with first place going to our Club which raised $4,559.73 during our two
week stint at the Altamonte Publix. Bill Potter made special mention of Joe’s tireless efforts in making the event a success,
including manning the kettle for many, many two hour segments. Next, Joe summoned Paul Crouch to the podium to present
to him a Presidential Service Citation for his extensive, tremendous efforts with our RAP Raffle. Paul personally has sold
over $1,500 in tickets! Congratulations, Paul. Your efforts are truly appreciated. Ruby reminded us of the opportunity to
help out with the Installation Banquet in June. This year will mark our 40th anniversary so a special event is being planned.
Frank Cashin updated us on Bill Fahey’s health (it appears he may have to have a stint inserted) and Joe asked that we keep
him in our prayers. One of our wait-staff, Linda, had her ticket pulled for the drawing but took only the small version. The
larger version has now reached $270.00.

Children’s Village (contributed by Jim Gamble)

Children’s Village, a transitional housing facility for kids leaving foster care, needs your help. There are now 10 kids
there, 17 to 20 years old, that need MENTORS, and anything that you feel would help them. They are working hard to get
their GED or college education. The Village has a very old vehicle to transport residents to the doctor, school or wherever
is necessary. This vehicle needs to be replaced with virtually anything on wheels. Any donation of value should be tax
deductible and you will receive a proper receipt. These kids have done no wrong, but already have two strikes against
them. The Village was built 22 year ago, primarily because of our Club. If you can help in any way, please contact Carol
Hawkins, Barry Gainer or Jim Gamble.
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