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LasT WEEK’S MEETING

Last week, Bob Levy gave our invocation, noting the
Club’s vast variety of religious beliefs, yet we all get
along. “Avion” Satill (name once again butchered by our
Pres.) welcomed our guests and asked about their most
creative holiday gifts. One of our guests was a transfer-
ring member, courtesy of George Diamond. Dede rec-
ognized our Boys and Girls Club guests. Peggy Thomas
introduced our speaker, Mr. Sherman Yehl, running from
memory as she didn’t have her glasses to read her notes.
Mr. Yehl is the Sanford City Manager who recently spent
6 months in [raq as part of a Provincial Reconstruction
Team, an effort that arose out of “The Surge.” These teams
work on mostly local, small projects aimed at increasing
security, improving local governments and facilitating
reconstruction efforts. Sherman frankly characterized
his visit to Iraq as “like stepping back into the 14th cen-
tury.” Water is very difficult to get, their infrastructure is
terrible and the country is generally, very impoverished.
He worked in the Muthanna Province, home to some of
the world’s oldest civilizations, run by a tribal system of
government. The area was already ignored under the prior
Bath regime so circumstances were difficult. The great-
est need is the need for electricity. The standard system
provides for 1 hour on, 4 hours off service, but can be out
completely for weelks at a time. The insurgent problem
makes recovery efforts even more difficult. These groups
are intent on depriving their fellow countrymen of basic
services in an effort to discredit the current government.
The Team’s efforts were to overcome the insurgents by
providing free medical and veterinarian services, building
schools, water and sewer projects, soccer fields, irriga-
tion and landfill projects and providing garbage collec-
tion via donkey cart. He also showed us pictures of a
new a pedestrian bridge and a new “No Parking” sign
he’s considering for Sanford which read, “No Parking,
Deadly Force Authorized.” As an example of some of the
waste of reconstruction, Mr. Yehl told us about a newly
constructed, $250 million water plant that sits idle as a
result of no skilled workforce and no electricity. Sherman
also told us a little about his living conditions at Camp
Adder, his base of operations. With 10,000 residents,
the Camp resembles a mini-city with plenty of food and
“dry” (i.e. no water) housing, electricity, a/c, television
and a bus stop with a bunker built behind. Clark asked
our speaker’s opinion on the long-term success of our
efforts and Chuck Lorenz asked about transportation
and related security details. Sherman noted that the
(“"Last Week” cont. on pg. 4)
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“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)

security contractors he had dealings with performed efficiently and effectively. Dede asked about his living conditions
(“Drink the tea and eat the goat.) and Ruby asked whether the people’s situation was as a result of war or of neglect.
Louise Zeuli asked for more details on the artificial insemination program mentioned by the speaker as part of the
Team’s work. While the question was somewhat tongue in cheek, interestingly, we learned that part of the program
was conducted via video teleconference with Texas A&M University, focusing on increasing herds. Frank Casillo
brought our attention to a Rotary exchange student who has an immediate need to find a new place to stay for the rest
of her visit. Only 90 days remain for this Italian exchange student. Please see Frank for more information. Avron
spoke about our RAP Raffle tickets, distributed at the meeting. Dede spoke about the 12 family adoptions undertaken
by Club members to help the Boys and Girls Club. We heard from Kim Howard who is an area supervisor, who
recognized Lori Martone for her help with the SAG stops for the recent Boys and Girls Club bike ride. Joe took a
moment to present a small token of the Club’s gratitude to our wait staff and cook at Rolling Hills. Next, Joe awarded
a Presidential Service Citation to Chris Sorensen for all he does for the Club, particularly his efforts in convincing
Publix to sponsor our RAP Raffle tickets with the $5 for $5 program originated by Bill Fahey several years back. Joe
also recognized those who made our Holiday Party such a wonderful success and advertised the remaining bell ringing
spot, taken on by Brian Carroll. Dede thanked the Club for its support of her grandson’s project to present stuffed
animals to children who will spend the holidays in the hospital. Joe Williams was very happy that Pahokee has made
it to the high-school playoffs. Bob Burkhart won the small drawing, with the larger reaching $178!

Happy Dollars (cont. from pg. 2)

Fahey talked about seeing a Peggy Thomas signed plaque in Asian Garden, a former sponsor of our RAP Raffle tickets,
and noted a new feature in our bulletin, Member of the Week. Bob Levy mentioned the “Monkey-Butt” given to him
by Mike Martone, offering to return it as he probably needs it more. Dede thanked everyone for their donations to
her grandson’s efforts, lauded the Boys and Girls Club’s efforts, was happy for a great Holiday Party and called out a
hearty “Go Gators!” Jay Bastian put in a whopping $100 happy dollars, having just returned from the cruise he won
in last year’s RAP Raffle. Ruby had $2 for an amazing Louisiana snow and for Chris and his consistently excellent
cooking. Jim Dekleva had one for the Seminole’s victory over the Gators in basketball.
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