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LasT WEEK’S MEETING

Last week, Dan Keysor welcomed us at the door and Dave
Carley gave our invocation. As last week was fellowship
day, we had a chance to address some Club business. Nicki
Royer took the podium and discussed the start of RAP Raffle
2009, teasing us with the prospect of some special guests to
kickoff ticket sales. Dede Schaffner reminded us about the
goals of RAP (recognizing struggling students who remain
in school and are graduating) and spoke about some of our
prior, remarkable RAP recipients. While we heard some
details of these students’ difficulties at the RAP program,
it’s difficult to express the whole story for fear of embar-
rassing the recipient. Recognition is something that these
students rarely get, but most certainly deserve. Dede shared
the stories of three students from RAP 2006. One student
was legally blind and living in Puerto Rico before moving
to Connecticut where she had to re-learn braille in English.
She then moved to Florida and joined a choral group at her
new school, receiving substantial assistance from her fellow
members. She graduated Magna Cum Laude and is currently
at UCFE. A second story involved a young lady whose mother
died and who was forced to work to support her drunk father’s
drug habit. Eventually, she was able to leave her home and
move to Florida. Unfortunately, she moved in with an abusive
man and was kicked out, holding only the business card of
her school counselor. She phoned the counselor who invited
her into her home, where she lived for two years before
graduating and moving on to UCFE. The final story of the
day involved a student involved in a lawn mower accident
at a very young age, severing his leg above the knee. With
the help of a prosthetic, he excelled in baseball and played
varsity at Lake Howell while carrying a 3.5 GPA. Dede also
shared the words straight from one applicant’s essay. Yet
again, the works evidenced a horrific family situation from
which the student sought and achieved release. It’s stories
like these that give the reason for RAP raffle ticket sales;
the opportunity to recognize these amazing kids. We also
learned from Nicki that the structure of the ticket sales will
be different this year, with college themed teams. In the spirit
of teams, we moved into the introduction of our own South
Seminole Cheerleaders, including Dennis Sobik, Bob Levy
and Chris Sorensen, all appropriately dressed in skimpy,
midriff bearing cheerleader outfits. Let’s just say the bulges
from the outfits weren’t exactly attractive. While their cheer
was short, the memory of them in their outfits will be scorched
in our memories. Our RAP ticket sales begin soon with the
Scottish Highland Games and the CrimeLine Chili Cookoff.
We were delighted to learn that the ticket team is working
with Publix to foster a “S for 5 program as in years past.
As RAP Ralffle prizes, the Lake Mary Marriott is donating
a Saturday night at the hotel including wine and breakfast
(“'Last Weelk’ cont. on page 4)
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“Last Week” (cont. from pg. 3)

the next morning. Additionally, Karen Almond has generously agreed to provide two round-trip tickets on Southwest
Airlines to anywhere in the Country. Thanks Karen! Nicki also recognized ProTech, which will serve as our primary
sponsor, helping to offset the cost of the event. Joe Williams presented our book donations in Nicki’s name and went on
to award two Paul Harris Fellows, the first to Sheila Brown, in recognition of her coordinating the weekly “Who’s Who”
and for her tremendous service to the Club and its members over the years. The second award went to Dennis Sobik
who works tirelessly on coordinating our effort with the Coalition for the Homeless, and grants a tremendous behind the
scenes effort including a big part in the success of RAP. Russ passed out Wekiva clean-up sign up sheets for the event on
November 23rd, promising a picnic at the end. Our Lyman H.S. guests volunteered to become part of the clean-up effort,
an offer happily received. Ruby spoke about our upcoming Holiday Party where each member will bring an appetizer for
25 (the Club will provide the dessert). As is typical, she could really use some help getting the event set-up and cleaned
up. December 7th is the date. Please see Ruby if you can help out. Joe reminded us that our Salvation Army bell ringing
responsibilities will crank up in the first two weeks of December. Please review the sign-up sheet on the Club website
and make sure you show! Joe also announced that applicatidns for the 2011-2012 District Governor position is being
sought. The deadline is December 1st. At the end of the meeting, Brian Carroll gave us a brief “bio.” Our attempts to
get a drawing winner failed on two attempts, with the third ticket selecting Barry, who took the small drawing.

Brian Carroll

Brian’s work history started at age 10 when he delivered newspapers.
He’s gone on to work as a volunteer paramedic, a cardio-tech and
helped open the first cardiac cath lab in Brevard County. He then went
into business with his father, opening an alarm company which grew

tremendously and was successfully sold. Brian currently works for
Fleetboss, a company which sells GPS tracking devices. His college
career started at the University of Maryland and finished at Rollins
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Rotary Club of Seminole County South
P.O. Box 160306
Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-0306

The object of Rotary is to foster the ideal of service as a basis of
worthy enterprise.

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for
service;

SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions;
the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and
the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation;

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and
professional persons united in the ideal of service.
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